
 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Main Idea:  The dawn of God’s kingdom demands a readiness and a  

righteousness that corresponds to the King’s character. 

  

Courier of the King (1-6) 

 John’s Message (1-2) 

  

 John’s Mission (3) 

  

 John’s Distinctive Features (4) 

  

 John’s Popularity (5) 

  

 John’s Baptism (6) 

  

Insiders and Outsiders of the Kingdom (7-12) 

 Warning to the Spiritual Elite (7-10) 

  Pharisees 

  

  Sadducees 

  

  The futility of spiritual pedigrees 

  

  Fruit that corresponds to repentance 

  



Comparing Jesus and John (10-12) 

 Jesus’ power is far greater 

  

 Jesus’ baptism is far superior 

  

 Jesus’ role is far more consequential 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

 

  
Get Ready Cause Here He Comes 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Main Idea: The dawn of God’s kingdom demands a readiness and a  

righteousness that corresponds to the King’s character. 

  

1) John’s message was that since the kingdom is dawning people 

needed to get themselves ready to encounter the King.  He called them 

to repent, because the readiness he was describing was ethical and 

moral in nature. The lives of kingdom subjects must correspond to the 

King’s character. Is this kind of repentance still necessary? If so, what 

does it look like today? 

  

  

   

  

2) John says (in his address to the Pharisees and Sadducees) that  

theological knowledge or spiritual pedigree is not the means by which a 

person gains entrance into the kingdom. In fact, they can be hindrances.  

How do theological or biblical knowledge and spiritual pedigree still  

hinder a person from gaining entrance into the kingdom today? Is it a 

hindrance for you? How can this hindrance be overcome? 

  

  

 Questions? Feel free to contact Pastor Stan Myers at stan@ebcsalem.com 

  

Family Life Groups 
Sermon Discussion Questions 

  


